Attorney Docket No. 000309-00257 
Serial No. 10/735,808 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all previous version or listing of the claims: 

1 . (withdrawn) An apparatus for supporting at least first and second couplers for 
removable coupling to at least first and second coupling positions on a body of a recipient 
during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising a U-shaped support member configured to rest on the recipient, the U-shaped 
support member having a first coupler support portion positioned on a first leg of the U- 
shaped support member and a second coupler support portion positioned on a second leg of 
the U-shaped support member, wherein the first coupler support portion is configured to be 
positioned proximate to the first coupling position of the body of the recipient and removably 
carry the first coupler, and wherein the second coupler support portion is configured to be 
positioned proximate to the second coupling position of the body of the recipient and 
removably carry the second coupler, the U-shaped support member being spaced apart from 
the first and second coupling positions when resting on the body of the recipient. 

2. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the first coupler support portion is 
configured to accommodate movement of the first coupler between a first carried position 
with the first coupler carried by the first coupler support portion and a first coupled position 
with the first coupler operatively coupled to the recipient at the first coupling position, and 
wherein the second coupler support portion is configured to accommodate movement of the 
second coupler between a second carried position with the second coupler carried by the 
second coupler support portion and a second coupled position with the second coupler 
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operatively coupled to the recipient at flie second coupling position. 

3 . (withdrawn) The apparatus of clahn 1 , further comprising: 

a first engagement member depending fiwm the support member at the first coupler 
support portion and configured to removably engage the first coupler; and 

a second engagement member depending from the support member at the second 
coupler support portion and configured to removably engage the second coupler. 

4. (wi&drawn) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 
the first coupler; and 

a flexible cable connected between the first coupler and the support member, the 
flexible cable remaining connected between the first coupler and the support member when 
the first coupler is moved between a first carried position with the first coupler carried by the 
first coupler support portion and a first coupled position with the first coupler operatively 
coupled to the recipient at the first coupling position. 

5. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the support member includes a 
plurality of coupler support portions including the first and second coupler support portions 
and numbering greater than the first and second coupler support portions, wherein each of the 
plurality of coupler support portions is configured to be positioned proximate to a 
corresponding coupling position on the body of the recipient, and wherein an outline of the 
coupling positions defines a first shape and an outline of the coupler support portions defines 
a correspondmg second shape at least generally similar to the first shape. 
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6. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the support member includes a 
deformable member extending at least proximate to the first and second coupler support 
portions, wherein the deformable member is bendable from a first shape to a second shape 
and configured to at least generally maintain its shape after being bent. 

7. (withdrawn) An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable coupling to a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a support member configured to rest on a body of the recipient, the support member 
having first and second elongate leg portions extending away from an intermediate portion 
and at least partially facing each other, the first elongate leg portion having a first coupler 
support portion configured to be positioned proximate to a first coupling position on the body 
of the recipient and the second elongate leg portion having a second coupler support portion 
configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the 
recipient; 

a first engagement member configured to removably engage a first coupler at the first 
coupler support portion of the support member, wherein the first coupler is movable between 
a first engaged position with the first coupler engaged by the first engagement member and a 
first coupled position with the first coupler operatively coupled to the recipient at the first 

coupling position; and 

a second engagement member configured to removably engage a second coupler at 
the second engagement portion of the support member, wherein the second coupler is 
movable between a second engaged position with the second coupler engaged by the second 
engagement member and a second coupled position with tiie second coupler operatively 
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tpled to the recipient at the second coupling position, the first engagement member 
figured to be positioned closer than the second engagement member to the first coupling 



position. 



8. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising: 

the first coupler, wherein the first coupler has an electrical contact configured to be 
connected to a percutaneous electrical probe inserted into the recipient at the first coupUng 
position; and 

a flexible cable connected between the first coupler and the support member, the cable 
remaining connected between the first coupler and the support member when the first coupler 
is moved from the first engaged position to the first coupled position. 

9. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 7, fiuther comprising: 

the fu-st coupler, wherein the first coupler has an electrical contact configured to be 
connected to a percutaneous electrical probe inserted into the recipient at the first coupling 
position; and 

a flexible cable connected between the first coupler and the first elongate leg portion 
of the support member proxunate to the furst engagement member, the cable remaining 
comiected between the first coupler and the support member when the first coupler is moved 
from the first engaged position to the first coupled position. 

10. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the support member is flexible and 
resilient to conform to a surface of the body. 
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1 1 . (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the support member includes a central 
axis positioned between the first and second elongate leg portions, wherein the support 
member farther includes a plurality of engagement members including the first and second 
engagement members and numbering greater than the first and second engagement members, 
wherein the plurality of engagement members are arranged in two rows on opposite sides of 
the central axis, and wherein each of the plurality of engagement members is configured to be 
positioned proximate to a coupling position on the body of the recipient. 

12. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the support member mcludes a central 
axis positioned between the first and second elongate leg portions, wherein the support 
member farther includes a plurality of engagement members including the first and second 
engagement members and numbering greater than the first and second engagement members, 
wherein the plurality of engagement members are arranged in two at least generally parallel 
rows on opposite sides of the central axis, and wherein each of the plurality of engagement 
members is configured to be positioned proximate to a coupling position on the body of the 
recipient. 

13. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the first engagement member is 
configured to carry the first coupler having an electrically conductive clamp. 

14. (withdrawn) The apparatas of claim 7, wherem the first engagement member is 
configured to carry the first coupler havmg an actuator tool configured to insert a 
percutaneous electrode in the recipient. 
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15. (withdrawn) An apparatus for supporting couplers for removable coupling to a 
recipient during at least one of therapy administration and recipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising a support member configured to rest on a body of the recipient, the support 
member having a first coupler support portion configured to be positioned proximate to a first 
coupling position of the body of the recipient, the support member further having a second 
coupler support portion configured to be positioned proximate to a second coupling position 
of the body of the recipient, the first coupler support portion being configured to removably 
carry a first coupler, the second coupler support portion being configured to removably carry 
a second coupler, and wherein the support member includes a deformable member positioned 
at least proximate to the first and second coupler support portions, the deformable member 
being bendable from a first shape to a second shape and configured to at least generally 
maintain its shape after being bent. 

16. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 1 5, wherein the fu-st coupler support portion is 
configured to accommodate movement of the first coupler between a first carried position 
with the first coupler carried by the first coupler support portion and a first coupled position 
with the first coupler operatively coupled to the recipient at the first coupling position, and 
wherein the second coupler support portion is configured to accommodate movement of the 
second coupler between a second carried position with the second coupler carried by the 
second coupler support portion and a second coupled position with the second coupler 
operatively coupled to the recipient at the second coupling position. 
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17. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the first coupler support portion 
includes an engagement member configured to releasably support the first coupler, and 
wherein the apparatus fiirther comprises a flexible cable configured to be comiected between 
the first coupler and the support member, the cable remaining connected between the first 
coupler and the support member when the first coupler is moved from the first carried 
position to the first coupled position. 

18. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 15. wherein the support member includes a first 
flexible material having a first durometer, and wherein the deformable member is encased in 
a second flexible material having a second durometer greater than the first durometer. 

19. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the first and second coupler support 
portions are two of a larger plumlity of coupler support portions, wherein each of the larger 
plurality of coupler support portions is configured to be positioned proximate to a 
corresponding one of a larger plurality of coupling positions including the first and second 
coupling positions, and fiirther wherein an outline of the coupling positions defines a first 
shape and an outline of the coupler support portions defines a corresponding second shape at 
least generally similar to the first shape. 

20. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein.the support member includes first 
and second elongate leg portions at least generally arranged in a U-shape, and wherein the 
deformable member extends at least proximate to the first and second elongate leg portions. 



000309 .00257/35778242V. 1 



8 



Attorney Docket No. 000309-00257 
Serial No. 10/735,808 



21 . (withdrawn) An apparatus for supporting a plurality of percutaneous probe couplers 
in position for removable coupling to a recipient, the apparattis comprising: 

a support member configured to rest on a body of the recipient, the support member 
including a deformable member bendable from a first shape to a second shape and configured 
to at least generally maintain its shape after being bent; 

a first engagement member depending from the support member and configured to be 
positioned proximate to a first coupling position on the body; 

a fu-st coupler removably engaged with the first engagement member; 
a first electrical cable attached between the first coupler and the support member; 
a second engagement member depending from the support member and configured to 
be positioned proximate to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient, the first 
engagement member configured to be positioned closer than the second engagement member 
to the first coupling position and the second engagement member configured to be positioned 
closer than the first engagement member to the second coupling position; 

a second coupler removably engaged with the second engagement member; and 
a second electrical cable attached between the second coupler and the support 
member. 

22. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the first electrical cable is attached 
to the support member at a first attachment location and the second electrical cable is 
attached to the support member at a second attachment location, and wherein the first and 
second electrical cables are bundled together within the support member and exit the support 
member adjacent to each other at a third attachment location. 
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23. (withdrawn) An apparatus for administering therapy to a recipient, monitoring the 
recipient, or administering therapy and monitoring the recipient, the apparatus comprising: 
a support member configured to rest on a body of the recipient, the support member 
including a deformable member configured to facilitate shaping of the support member to fit 
a contour of a body of the recipient, the support member having a first coupler support 
portion configured to be positioned proximate to a first coupling position of the body of the 
recipient, the support member further having a second coupler support portion configured to 
be positioned proximate to a second coupling position of the body of the recipient; 

a first coupler configured to be operatively coupled to the body at a first coupling 
position and removably supported at the first coupler support portion; 

a second coupler configured to be operatively coupled to the body at a second 
coupling position and removably supported at the second coupler support portion; 

a recipient care unit configured to deliver therapy to the recipient, monitor a condition 
of the recipient, or delivery therapy and monitor a condition of the recipient; 

a first link between the care unit and the first coupler; and 

a second link between the care unit and the second coupler. 

24. (withdrawn) An apparatus for supporting at least first and second couplers for 
removable coupling to at least first and second coupling positions on a body of a recipient 
during at least one of therapy administmtion and recipient monitoring, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a support member configured to be positioned on the recipient, the support member having a 
first coupler support portion configured to be positioned proximate to the first coupling 
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position of the body of the recipient and removably carry the first coupler, the support 
member further having a second coupler support portion configured to be positioned ' 
proximate to the second coupling position of the body of the recipient and removably carry 
the second coupler; and 

an attachment device depending from the support member and configured to extend at 
least partially around the body of the recipient to releasably hold the support member in 
position on the recipient at least proximate to the first and second coupling positions. 

25. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the first coupler support portion is 
configured to accommodate movement of the first coupler between a first carried position 
with the first coupler carried by the first coupler support portion and a first coupled position 
with the first coupler operatively coupled to the recipient at the first coupling position, 
wherein the second coupler support portion is configured to accommodate movement of the 
second coupler between a second carried position with the second coupler carried by the 
second coupler support portion and a second coupled position with the second coupler 
operatively coupled to the recipient at the second coupling position, and wherein the 
attachment device includes a first portion extending from the support member in a first 
direction and a second portion extending fi-om the support member in a second direction 
opposite to the first direction. 

26. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the attachment device includes a 
first flexible strap portion extending fi-om the support member in a first direction and a 
second flexible strap portion extending fi-om the support member in a second direction 
opposite to the first direction, wherein each of the first and second strap portions include 
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distal ends configured to releasably engage each other to form a continuous strap around the 
recipient. 

27. (withdrawn) An apparatus for administering therapy to a recipient, monitoring the 
recipient, or administering therapy and monitoring the recipient, the apparatus comprising: 

coupUng means for removable coupling to a coupling position on a body of the 
recipient; 

carrying means for removably carrying the coupling means on the body of the 
recipient proximate to the coupling position; and 

connectmg means for connecting the coupling means to the carrying means when the 
coupling means are moved between a first carried position with the coupling means carried 
by the carrying means and a first coupled position with the coupling means operatively 
coupled to the recipient at the first couphng position. 

28. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 27, fiirther comprising recipient care means for 
delivering therapy to the recipient, monitoring a condition of flie recipient, or delivery 
therapy and monitoring a condition of the recipient, wherein the connecting means include 
conducting means for transmitting electrical signals fi-om the recipient care means to the 
recipient when the coupUng means are removably coupled to the recipient. 

29. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the coupling means are configured 
to be removably coupled to a percutaneous electrical probe inserted into the recipient at the 
coupling position. 
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30. (withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the coupling means include at least 
first and second couplers, the first coupler configured to be removably coupled to a first 
coupling position on the body of the recipient, and the second coupler configured to be 
removably coupled to a second coupling position on the body of the recipient, and wherein 
the carrying means are configured to carry the first coupler proximate to the first coupling 
position and the second coupler proximate to the second coupling position. 

31. (withdrawn) A method for at least one of administering therapy to a recipient and 
monitoring tiie recipient, the method comprising: 

removably positioning at least one coupler on a conformable support member; 
bending at least a portion of the support member to make the support member at least 
generally conform to a contour of a body of the recipient; 

positioning the support member on the body of the recipient; 
removing the at least one coupler fix>m the support member; and 

removably couphng the at least one coupler to a coupling position on the body of the 
recipient at least proximate to the positioned support member. 

32. (withdrawn) The method of claim 31, wherein removably positioning the at least one 
pier on the confonnable support member includes removably positioning a first coupler 
a first elongate portion of the support member, and wherein the method further comprises 
removably positioning a second coupler on a second elongate portion of the support member 
spaced apart from the first elongate portion. 
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33. (withdrawn) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein removably positioning the at least one 
coupler on the conformable support member includes removably positioning a first coupler 
on a first elongate portion of the support member, wherein the method further comprises 
removably positioning a second coupler on a second elongate portion of the support member 
spaced apart from the first elongate portion, and wherein bendmg the at least a portion of the 
support member includes bending the first and second elongate portions of the support 
member to make them at least generally conform to a shoulder region of the recipient. 

34. (withdrawn) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein removably positioning the at least one 
coupler on the conformable support member includes removably positioning a first coupler 
on a first engagement member depending fi-om the support member and removably 
positioning a second coupler on a second engagement member depending fi-om the support 
member, the second engagement member being spaced apart from the fu^t engagement 
member, and wherein removably coupling the at least one coupler to the coupling position on 
the body of the recipient includes removably coupling the first coupler to a first coupling 
position at least proximate to the first engagement member and removably coupling the 
second coupler to a second coupling position at least proximate to tiie second engagement 
member. 

35. (withdrawn) A method for couplmg at least one of therapy equipment and monitoring 
equipment to a recipient, the method comprising: 

positiomng first and second legs of a U-shaped support member against a body of a 
recipient proximate to a coupling area of the body and spaced apart from first and second 
coupling positions in the coupling area; 
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supporting a first coupler relative to the body at a first coupler support portion of the 
first leg of the support member proximate to the first coupling position; 

supporting a second coupler relative to the body at a second coupler support portion 
of the second leg of the support member proximate to the second coupUng position; 

removing the first coupler fi-om the first coupler support portion of the first leg of the 
support member and coupling the first coupler to the body at the first coupling position; and 
removing the second coupler from the second coupler support portion of the second 
leg of the support member and coupUng the second coupler to the body at the second 
coupling position. 

36. (withdrawn) The method of claim 35, wherein positioning the first and second legs of 
the support member includes positioning a first elongate portion of the support member at 
least generally on one side of a spine of the recipient, and positioning a second elongate 
portion at least generally on the other side of the spine of the recipient. 

37. (withdrawn) A method for administering percutaneous electrical therapy to a 
recipient, the method comprising: 

positioning first and second legs of a U-shaped flexible support member against a 
body of the recipient proximate to a coupling area having first and second coupling positions; 

supporting a first coupler relative to the body at a first coupler support portion of the 
fu-st leg of the support member proximate to the first coupling position; 

supporting a second coupler relative to the body at a second coupler support portion 
of the second leg of the support member proximate to the second coupling position, the first 
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coupler support portion being positioned closer than the second coupler support portion to the 
first coupling position; 

removing the first coupler from the first coupler support portion of the first leg and 
electricaUy coupling the first coupler to a first percutaneous probe positioned in the body at 

the first coupling position; 

removing the second coupler fi-om the second coupler support portion of the second 
leg and electrically couplmg the second coupler to a second percutaneous probe in the body 
at the second coupling position; and 

electrically coupling the first and second couplers to a source of electrical potential. 

38. (withdrawn) The method of claim 37, further comprising orienting the support 
member with an arrangement of the first and second coupler support portions corresponding 
at least generally to an arrangement of the first and second coupling positions. 

39. (currently amended) A method for manufacturing a flexible carrier in which at least 
one flexible member is carried, the method comprising: 

forming a first portion of the flexible carrier tcom a first quantity of elastic material, 

the first portion having a channel; 

positioning at least a portion of the flexible member in the channel having at least one 
li p positioned toward an opemn e the channel to at least partially retain the flexible member 

in the channel ; 

forming a second portion of the flexible carrier by disposing an at least partially 
uncured second quantity of elastic material in the channel to at least partially cover the 
portion of the flexible member positioned in the channel; and 
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at least partially curing the second material to bond the second portion of the flexible 
carrier to the first portion of the flexible carrier. 

40. (original) The method of claim 39, wherein forming the first portion of the flexible 
carrier includes filling a first mold assembly with the first quantity of elastic material when 
the first quantity of elastic material is at least partially uncured, and wherein the method 
further comprises: 

curing the first quantity of elastic material; and 

positioning the first portion of the flexible carrier in a second mold assembly to 
receive the at least partially uncured second quantity of elastic material in the channel to at 
least partially cover the portion of the flexible member positioned in the channel. 

41 . (original) The method of claim 39, wherein fonning the first portion of the flexible 
carrier includes filling a fu^t mold assembly with the first quantity of elastic material when 
the first quantity of elastic material is at least partially uncured, the fu-st mold assembly 
having a first cross-sectional shape, and wherein the method fiirther comprises: 
curing the first quantity of elastic material; 

positioning the first portion of the flexible carrier m a second mold assembly having a 
second cross-sectional shape smaller than the first cross-sectional shape; and 

compressing at least part of the first portion against the second mold assembly to seal 
the channel and contain the at least partially uncured second quantity of elastic material in the 
channel during curing of the second quantity of elastic material. 
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42. (previously presented) The method of claim 39, wherein positionmg the at least a 
portion of the flexible member in the channel includes positioning at least a portion of a 
deformable member in the channel, wherein the deformable member is bendable from a first 
shape to a second shape and is configured to at least generaUy maintain the second shape 
after being bent. 

43. (previously presented) The method of claim 39, wherein fonning the first and second 
portions of the flexible carrier includes fonning the first and second portions from elastic 
materials having one of durometers from about 55 Shore A to about 87 Shore A, and from 
about 40 Shore D to about 50 Shore D, and from about 70 Shore A to about 80 Shore A. 

44. (currently amended) A method for manufacturing a flexible support member 
figured to rest on a body of a recipient during at least one of therapy administration and 

cipient monitoring, the support member configured to support at least first and second 
couplers for removable coupHng to at least first and second coupling positions on the body of 
the recipient, die method comprising: 

at least partially filling a mold assembly with an at least partially uncured first 
quantity of elastic material to form a first portion of the support member with a first surface , 
the fu^t portion including at least a first channel and first and second engagement members, 
wherein the first engagement member is configured to releasably carry the first coupler and 
the second engagement member is configured to releasably carry the second coupler; 
positioning at least a first portion of a first link in the first channel; and 
disposing an at least partially uncured second quantity of elastic material in the 
channel to form a second portion of the support member w^th a second surface and at least 
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partially cover the portion of the first link in the channel, so that the second surface of the 
second portion is at least penerallv coo lanar with the first surface of the first portion. 

45. (original) The method of claim 44, wherein at least partially fiUing the mold 
assembly with the at least partially uncured first quantity of elastic material to form the first 
portion of the support member includes forming the first and second engagement members in 
the shape of cylinders projecting outwardly from the first portion of the support member, the 
cylinders configured to be removably received in openings in the first and second couplers. 



46. (canceled). 

47. (previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein disposing the at least 
partially uncured second quantity of elastic material includes injecting the second quantity of 
elastic material havmg one of a durometer from about 55 Shore A to about 87 Shore A, and 
from about 40 Shore D to about 50 Shore D, and from about 70 Shore A to about 80 Shore A, 
into the first channel. 



48. (original) A method for manufacturing a conformable support member configured b 
rest on a body of a person, the method comprising: 

forming a first portion of the support member from a first elastic material, the first 
portion having at least a first channel; 

positioning at least a portion of a first elongate flexible member in the first channel; 
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positioning at least a portion of an elongate deformable member in the first channel, 
the elongate deformable member being bendable from a first shape to a second shape and 
configured to at least generally maintain its shape after being bent; 

fonning a second portion of the support member by disposing an uncured portion of a 
second elastic material in the channel to at least partially cover the at least a portion of the 
first elongate flexible member and the at least a portion of the elongate deformable member; 
and 

curing the second material to bond the second portion of the support member to the 
first portion of the support member. 

49. (canceled). 

50. (previously presented) The method of claim 48, wherein forming the first portion of 
the support member includes forming the first portion from the fu-st elastic material having 
one of a durometer from about 55 Shore A to about 87 Shore A, from about 40 Shore D to 
about 50 Shore D, and from about 70 Shore A to about 80 Shore A and wherein forming the 
second portion of the support member includes forming the second portion fixjm the second 
elastic material having one of a durometer from about 55 Shore A to about 87 Shore A, and 
from about 40 Shore D to about 50 Shore D, and from about 70 Shore A to about 80 Shore A. 

5 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 39, wherein formmg the first portion of 
the flexible carrier includes fiUing a first mold assembly with the first quantity of elastic 
material when the first quantity of elastic material is at least partially uncured, and wherein 
the method fiirther comprises: 
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curing the first quantity of elastic material; 

positioning the first portion of the flexible carrier in a first mold part of a second mold 
assembly with the channel being open and facing outward firom the first mold part; and 

positioning a second mold part of the second mold assembly over the channel to close 
off at least one side of the channel and compress at least part of the first portion of the 
flexible carrier against the second mold part to seal the channel and contain the uncured 
second quantity of elastic material in the channel during curing of the second quantity of 
elastic material. 

52. (previously presented) The method of claim 39, wherem positioning the at least a 
portion of the flexible member in the channel includes positioning at least a portion of an 
electrically conductive wire in the channel. 

53. (currently amended) The method of claim 39, wherein positioning the at least a 
portion of the flexible member in the channel includes positioning at least a portion of the 
flexible member in a channel havmg fee at least one lip poaitionod towmd an opening o f 
^.vtPnHing inwardly into the channel to at least partially retain the flexible member in the 
channel. 

54. (previously presented) The method of claim 39, wherein forming the first portion of 
the flexible carrier includes forming the first portion fi-om a first viscoelastic material, and 
wherein forming the second portion of the flexible carrier includes forming the second 
portion from a second viscoelastic material different than the first viscoelastic material. 
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55. (previously presented) The method of claim 39, wherein forming the second portion 
of the flexible carrier includes forming the second portion from an elastic material having at 
least generally the same composition as the first elastic material. 

56. (previously presented) The method of claim 39, wherem forming the second portion 
of the flexible earner includes forming the second portion from an elastic material having at 
least generally the same dxu-ometer as the first elastic material. 

57. (previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the at least a portion of the 
first link positioned in the first channel is a first portion of the first link, and wherein the 
method fiulher comprises positioning a second portion of the first link to exit tiie first channel 
at least proximate to tiie first engagement member. 

58. (currently amended) The method of claim 44, whoroin tiio at loaot a portion of th e 
m-at linlc poaitionod in tho firot channel io a firot portion of flio firot linlc, and wherein the 
method further comprises: 

positioning a second portion of tiie first link to exit tiie first channel at loaot proximate 

to the first engagement member; 

positioning a ted firet portion of a second link in tiie channel at l e ast proximate to 
the first portion of the first link; and 

positioning a feuffe second portion of the second link to exit tiie first channel at loaot 
proximate to the second engagement member. 
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59. (previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein at least partially filling a 
mold assembly to form the first portion of the support member includes at least partially 
filling a first mold assembly, wherein the method further comprises: 

removing the first portion of the support member from the first mold assembly after 
the first portion has at least partially cured; and 

positioning the first portion of the support member in a second mold assembly, 
wherein disposing the at least partially uncured second quantity of elastic material in the first 
channel includes injecting the at least partially uncured second quantity of elastic material in 
the channel within the second mold assembly. 

60. (currently amended) The method of claim 44, wherein at loaot partially filling the 
mold aoGombly with the at loaot partially uncured first quantity of elastic matorial to form th e 
firot portion of the support mombor inoludoo forming a firat ourfaco of the first portion, 
wherein disposing the at least partially uncured second quantity of elastic material in the first 
channel to form the second portion of the support member includes forming a second surface 
of the second portion, the second surface of the oocond portion being at least generally 
c oplnnnr vrith t^^ mirfnnn nf thn fimt portion in jecting the second quantity of elastic 
material into the first channel . 

6 1 . (previously presented) The method of claim 44, fiirther comprising positioning at 
least a portion of a deformable member in the first channel, wherein the deformable member 
is bendable from a first shape to a second shape and is configured to at least generally 
maintain the second shape after being bent. 
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62. (previously presented) The method of claim 44, wherein disposing the at least 
partially uncured second quantity of elastic material includes injecting the second quantity of 
elastic material having at least generally the same durometer as the first quantity of elastic 
material into the first chemnel. 

63. (previously presented) The method of claim 48, wherein forming the first portion of 
the support member includes forming the first portion in a U-shape with the first channel and 
the elongate deformable member each having an at least generally similar U-shape. 

64. (previously presented) The method of claim 48, wherein positioning the portion of 
the elongate flexible member in the first channel includes positioning at least a portion of an 
electrically conductive wire in the first channel. 

65. (new) The method of claim 44, wherein the first channel has at least one lip 
positioned toward an opening of the channel to at least partially retain the first link in the 
channel. 
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